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 I n t r od u ct ion  

 

This specificat ion was exam ined for the third t im e this year.  

 

The exam inat ion was in 2 parts. Part  1 consisted of 4 sect ions and 

candidates were required to answer one quest ion from  each sect ion. Part  2 

consisted of 6 sect ions, each asking quest ions from  the perspect ive of a 

specific religion. Candidates were asked to answer two quest ions from  Part  

2. 

 

All quest ions included sub-quest ions that  were designed to assess both AO1 

and A02. 

 

Som e candidates displayed an excellent  detailed knowledge and 

understanding of specific religious teachings and pract ices and were able to 

look at  other points of view object ively. At  the sam e t im e, there were 

candidates who appeared to have only lim ited knowledge and understanding 

of the specificat ion, and who som et im es wrote a great  deal of general 

knowledge surrounding a topic, without  direct ly addressing the specific 

quest ion. Specifically in relat ion to (d)  quest ions in Part  1 and (c)  quest ions 

in Part  2, som e candidates seem ed unable to consider the topic from  m ore 

than one point  of view. That  m eant  they were only able to achieve Level 3 

(out  of a possible 5)  for these quest ions. 

 

By far the vast  m ajor ity of answers were from  the perspect ive of 

Christ ianity and I slam .  

 

 

Rep or t  on  sp eci f i c q u est ion s 

 

I t  is not  possible to report  on answers to all the quest ions on this year’s 

exam inat ion because not  all of them  were answered, and som e were 

answered by very few candidates, m aking object ive com m ent  on such 

quest ions im possible. However, this report  will t ry to illust rate both specific 

and general st rengths and weaknesses wherever possible. 

 

 

PART 1 :  Bel ie f s an d  Valu es 

 

Sect ion  A:  Th e u n iv er se, h u m an  b ein g s an d  t h e i r  d est in y  

 

Quest ion 1 

This quest ion was popular and was generally answered well.  Quest ions (a)  

and (c)  provided som e very good responses from  candidates. There were a 

m inority of candidates who st ruggled with what  parts (b)  and (d)  were 

asking of them . 

 

Quest ion 1(a)    

This quest ion was answered quite well,  there were various ways in which 

the quest ion could be answered. This was a quest ion where candidates 

either seem ed to know the answer or did not ;  this highlights the need for 

careful learning of the key words. 



 

 

Quest ion 1(b)   

Part  (b)  was answered very well on occasion, however, often candidates' 

answers often veered from  the focus of the quest ion. There are on the 

specificat ion a num ber of things to explain hum an wrongdoing and often 

candidates explored these other areas. Candidates need to read the 

quest ion carefully and ensure that  their  answer is focussed on its dem ands.  

 

Quest ion 1(c)    

This quest ion was generally answered very well.  Candidates were able to 

suggest  m any reasons why som e people do not  believe in life after death. A 

m inority of candidates while answering the quest ion also felt  a need to 

explain reasons why people do believe in life after death;  this was not  the 

focus of the quest ion and candidates need to address the quest ion asked. 

 

Quest ion 1(d)   

Answers to part  (d)  quest ions follow a form at . High level answers are 

looking for both sides of an argum ent  (usually two reasons on each side) , a 

personal conclusion and reference to a nam ed religion. I n this quest ion 

candidates often failed to refer to a nam ed religion and as such could only 

be awarded a level 3. The responses that  were given to this quest ion 

showed candidates understood what  was being asked and cam e up with 

both sim ple and com plex argum ents. 

 

Quest ion 2(a)   

The quest ion was answered very well as candidates seem ed to have a good 

understanding of what  resurrect ion is. Answers which only referenced Jesus 

com ing back from  the dead received part ial m arks as it  did not  define but  

gave an exam ple. 

 

Quest ion 2(b)  

Although a lot  of candidates were able to correct ly ident ify teachings about  

the nature of hum an beings, there were a variety of different  approaches in 

the answers given. All of the different  approaches, whether about  the 

creat ion in the im age of God or the selfish nature, were creditable and 

candidates provided som e very good answers. On occasion candidates did 

not  seem  to recognise what  this quest ion was asking. Careful preparat ion 

by candidates using specificat ion phrases would aid in understanding what  

the quest ions are asking. 

 

Quest ion 2(c)    

This quest ion was at tem pted well by candidates of all abilit ies. Candidates 

were able to use religious and non- religious reasons well.  Answers were 

able to be given that  provided reasons accom panied by developm ent . 

 

Quest ion 2(d)   

The quest ion needed candidates to evaluate a statem ent  about  whether God 

has already decided our dest iny. Most  candidates responded well,  but  som e 

st ruggled to provide alternat ive reasons in the opposing view, as such they 

were lim ited to level 3. I n (d)  quest ions both sides of the argum ent  m ust  be 

given to achieve higher levels. 

 



 

Sect ion  B:  Ul t im at e r ea l i t y  an d  t h e m ean in g  o f  l i f e  

 

Quest ion 3(a)   

This quest ion was answered well as m ost  candidates seem ed to have 

learned the definit ion, or they could ut ilise the knowledge developed from  

their  studies to suggest  possible definit ions. 

 

Quest ion 3(b)   

Most  candidates were able to out line a religion’s teachings about  the cause 

of m oral evil.  Som e candidates confused m oral and natural evil and thus 

were awarded no m arks. Although easy to m ix up, candidates should have 

an awareness of the differences between the two. 

 

Quest ion 3(c)   

I n explor ing why non- religious people m ay have differ ing at t itudes towards 

euthanasia candidates were often to explain why one view was held, som e 

candidates did not  offer differ ing at t itudes which m ust  be addressed in a 

quest ion that  dem ands such. Som e candidates also explained the differ ing 

views but  failed to address the reasons these views m ay be held. Again, 

careful reading and analysis of what  the quest ion is asking would have 

helped. 

 

Quest ion 3(d)   

This produced a num ber of well-balanced answers and som e very good 

answers that  explored what  it  m eant  for life to have a purpose. Again, care 

needs to be taken when answering these quest ions to nam e a religion 

rather than relying on general religious argum ents. 

 

Quest ion 4(a)   

Generally well answered. This is a word that  candidates seem ed to have 

learned well.  

 

Quest ion 4(b)   

This quest ion asked candidates to describe a religious conversion 

experience. Candidates seem ed to st ruggle with what  the quest ion was 

asking. Most  candidates defined what  conversion was, rather than 

describing an experience. As such they have included a sm all reference to 

an experience as an exam ple lim it ing the m arks they could achieve. 

 

Quest ion 4(c)   

This was a well answered quest ion overall,  with m any candidates able to 

offer a range of reasons why people reject  m onotheism . Som e ut ilised 

atheism  as the alternat ive to m onotheism , others polytheism . Either, or 

both, was acceptable and indeed the higher level answers included both. 

 

 

Quest ion 4(d)   

This quest ion caused few problem s for candidates. Responses generally 

focused around the argum ents for and against  abort ion and m any different  

reasons for the support ing views. 

 

 



 

Sect ion  C:  Rela t ion sh ip s, f am i l ies an d  ch i ld r en  

 

Quest ion 5(a)   

Civil partnership was well understood overall and candidates achieved well 

on this quest ion. However, care should be taken to be precise, as 'gay 

m arr iage' would only be part ially correct .  

 

Quest ion 5(b)   

Candidates generally answered this quest ion well and understood what  is 

m eant  by celibacy. Often candidates ut ilised at t itudes from  across two 

religions which is acceptable by the phrasing of the quest ion. 

 

Quest ion 5(c)   

While this quest ion elicited som e good responses from  candidates, there 

was som e who described how relat ionships had changed rather than how 

non- religious are responding. Candidates need to be careful when reading 

the quest ion. 

 

Quest ion 5(d)   

Candidates generally answered this quest ion well and were able to provide 

argum ents on both sides. Candidates do need to be aware of the need to 

refer to a nam ed religion. 

 

Quest ion 6(a)   

Most  candidates learnt  the com plete definit ion and were able to score full 

m arks. Though there was occasional confusion with other types of fam ily.  

 

Quest ion 6(b)   

Religious teachings about  prom iscuity were generally well and fully 

understood. 

 

Quest ion 6(c)  

This quest ion was about  why som e religious people believe that  divorce is 

wrong. Although they were able to do this, som e candidates explored the 

reasons why religions believe divorce is acceptable. This quest ion did not  

ask for differ ing at t itudes and care should be taken to focus on the dem ands 

of the quest ion. 

   

Quest ion 6(d)   

Som e very balanced discussions, and usually a specific religion was nam ed. 

Candidates seem ed to find this quest ion st raight forward. 

 

 

 

Sect ion  D:  Rig h t s, eq u al i t y  an d  r esp on sib i l i t i es. 

 

Quest ion 7(a)  

As a glossary definit ion quest ion this quest ion had a m ixed response. 

Candidates seem ed confused by differ ing understandings of what  just ice is.  

Careful focus on key words would help overcom e any confusion. 

 

 



 

Quest ion 7(b)   

This quest ion was som et im es not  answered well.  Most  candidates out lined 

religious beliefs about  racism  rather than ways in which racism  can be 

overcom e.  Som e, however, found this very st raight forward and could 

suggest  m any ways. 

 

Quest ion 7(c)   

This quest ion provided som e very good answers with reasons being given 

from  a variety of religious teachings. This showed candidates understanding 

of the variety of applicat ions of religious teachings. A significant  m inority 

focussed on how those with disabilit ies could be supported which was not  

what  the quest ion was asking. 

 

Quest ion 7(d)   

Som e very balanced discussions, and usually a specific religion was nam ed. 

Candidates seem ed to find this quest ion st raight forward. 

 

Quest ion 8(a)   

Equal opportunit ies were well understood overall.  

 

Quest ion 8(b)   

Candidates generally answered this quest ion well,  and were able to write 

differ ing at t itudes to followers of other religions. Most  focussed on 

exclusivism , inclusivism  and pluralism  within Christ ianity.  

 

Quest ion 8(c)   

Candidates engaged well with this quest ion and were able to develop the 

reasons they gave with specific exam ples. This quest ion provided som e 

excellent  responses. 

 

Quest ion 8(d)  

Candidates generally answered this quest ion well,  but  a large num ber 

st ruggled to recognise the alternat ive viewpoint . I t  is im portant  that  

candidates recognise that  no m at ter how they feel about  an issue, there is 

always an alternat ive viewpoint . 

 

 

PART 2 :  Th e Rel ig iou s Com m u n i t y  

 

Not  all quest ions of this part  of the paper were answered. I ndeed, by far the 

vast  m ajor ity of answers related either to Christ ianity or to I slam . I t  will 

therefore be m ore useful to offer som e general observat ions on how the 

quest ions were approached, and illust rate them  with reference to som e 

specific quest ions. 

 

 

( a)  Qu est ion s 

 

These quest ions asked for knowledge about  certain aspects of the beliefs 

and pract ices of religious com m unit ies. With ten m arks available the 

answers needed to be fair ly detailed and com prehensive. I n fact , som e 

answers were very full and gained high m arks. Som e showed an excellent  



 

com m and of the detail of events and teachings. However som e of the 

responses were far too short  and/ or general to gain m ore than half of the 

m arks. There were also exam ples of quest ions not  being read thoroughly or 

only part ially understood.  

 

 

Quest ion 12(a)  

This quest ion asked for an out line of the role of a m em ber of the clergy 

within any one nam ed denom inat ion. Candidates who failed to nam e a 

denom inat ion were unable to achieve beyond level 1. The scope for answers 

was large and candidates offered responses based on the role of a Bishop or 

the Pope. This was unexpected but  within the dem ands of the quest ion. 

 

Quest ion 13(a)   

This quest ion asked how Jesus interpreted the Ten Com m andm ents in the 

Serm on on the Mount . Som e candidates answered very well,  while others 

listed the Ten Com m andm ents. 

 

Quest ion 15(a)  

This quest ion asked for an out line of teachings about  other religions. 

Candidates were able to write well about  the teachings of Sri Ram akrishna 

or Gandhi, but  did not  relate them  to other religions.  

 

Quest ion 20(a)  

This quest ion asked candidates to out line what  Muslim s do when they visit  

Madinah;  as such reference to the act ivit ies in Makkah could not  be 

credited. 

 

 

( b )  Qu est ion s 

 

These quest ions asked for an explanat ion of specific religious teachings or 

act ivit ies. Again it  should be noted that  each quest ion is worth ten m arks, 

and they need to be slight ly fuller than answers to (c)  quest ions in Part  1. 

Many candidates displayed a good understanding of beliefs and pract ices, 

som et im es at  a very sophist icated level indeed.  There were, however, 

som e recurr ing weaknesses that  m ight  usefully be illust rated. 

 

Quest ion 12(b)   

This quest ion asked why Christ ians have differ ing at t itudes to the role of the 

laity.  Candidates generally failed to understand what  was being asked and 

described what  the laity were, or explore differ ing at t itudes. 

 

Quest ion 14(b)  

This quest ion asked how the r ites at  a religious wedding service reflect  the 

Christ ian view of m arr iage. Often candidates described the r ites and m ade 

no link to how they reflect  the view of m arr iage. Care should be taken to 

read the dem ands of the quest ion carefully.  

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion 18(b)   

This quest ion asks about  the im portance of the m osque to Muslim s. This 

was generally answered well,  but  a significant  m inor ity explored the 

features of the m osque rather than it s overall im portance. 

 

 

(c)  Quest ions 

 

These are very sim ilar to (d)  quest ions in Part  1 and in fact  carry the sam e 

num ber of m arks. They ask for a balanced answer, with reasons for two 

points of view and a clear indicat ion of why the candidate favours one or the 

other. Many candidates could do this effect ively, though quite a large 

num ber only gave reasons for one point  of view. This was far m ore 

prevalent  in Part  2 than in Part  1. 

 

 

HOW  TO I MPROVE PERFORMANCE 

 

Following on from  this report , it  is possible to suggest  a num ber of 

sim ple ways in which candidates can be helped to im prove their  

perform ance:  

 

• Candidates should be encouraged to be aware that  quest ions can be 

asked from  a religious or a non- religious perspect ive, or both. 

 

• They should look out  for quest ions that  ask about  ‘different ’ points of 

view or reasons. Such quest ions require at  least  two perspect ives.  

 

• Where quest ions ask for "why", candidates should recognise that  

m ore than descript ion is being asked for.  

 

• Where som e quest ions ask for one sided views, for exam ple, why 

som e Christ ians do not  accept  divorce, candidates should recognise 

that  only one view is being asked for and being credited. 

 

• Candidates need to read the quest ions carefully to avoid lim it ing the 

num ber of m arks available to them . I n this paper exam ples included 

reading religious instead of non- religious, why rather than how, and 

nam ing a Christ ian denom inat ion. 

 

• When asked to discuss an argum ent  or proposit ion ( in (d)  quest ions 

in Part  1 and (c)  quest ions in Part  2)  they m ust  give reasons for and 

against .  Failing to do so m eans they will be m arked out  of 3 ( rather 

than 5 m arks) .  They also need to indicate which point  of view they 

support  and why. I n addit ion, they need to indicate a nam ed religion 

in part  1 or be lim ited to level 3. 

 

• The quest ion paper can ask quest ions based on any part  of the 

m aterial in a given sect ion. Candidates should be encouraged to 

prepare for all of the m aterial, rather than elem ents of a sect ion. 

I ndividual quest ions in Part  1 and Part  2 can draw from  any part  of 

the sub sect ion being exam ined. For exam ple a quest ion (a, b and c)  



 

in Part  2 could include m aterial from  any of the sub-sect ions:  

Founders and leaders;  Rules for liv ing;  Worship and celebrat ion;  and 

places of worship and pilgr im age. 

 

• Candidates should allocate sufficient  t im e for Part  2. I t  is worth 

alm ost  40%  of the total m arks. Also, both the (a)  and (b)  quest ions 

carry 10 m arks each and should usually be answered at  som e length. 
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